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Clockwise from right: NEA Foundation Board 
Member and Olympic Gold Medalist Jessica 
Mendoza with Billie Jean King, 2007 recipient 
of the Award for Outstanding Service to Public 
Education •Host Bob McGrath from Sesame 
Street, Elmo, Cookie Monster, and the 2009 
Gala student performance groups: The 
Counterpoints from Indianapolis and the 
Great Bridge High School Chamber Orchestra 
from Chesapeake, VA •2007 Gala emcee 
Avery Brooks reading honoree Eric Carle’s 
book The Very Hungry Caterpillar• Ivan G. 
Seidenberg, Chairman & CEO of Verizon 
Communications (2nd from right) accepts 
the 2009 NEA Foundation Award for Philan-
thropy in Public Education on behalf of the 
corporation from Lauri Fitz- Pegado, Chair of 
the NEA Foundation board and Partner at 
The Livingston Group, Harriet Sanford, 
President and CEO of the NEA Foundation, 
Dennis Van Roekel, NEA President and John 
Wilson, NEA Executive Director•Mark Nieker, 
President of the Pearson Foundation 
introduces student-produced videos about 
the 2009 Horace Mann Awards for Teaching 
Excellence recipients• Tiki Barber, 2008 
recipient of the NEA Foundation’s Award for 
Outstanding Service to Public Education•
Lou Lower, II, President & CEO of Horace 
Mann greets Cookie Monster at the 2009 
NEA Foundation Gala • 2009 NEA Member 
Bene�ts Award for Teaching Excellence 
Recipient Joseph Fatheree (2nd from left) with 
Dennis Van Roekel, Gary Phoebus, President 
& CEO of NEA Member Bene�ts, Lauri 
Fitz-Pegado, Harriet Sanford, and John Wilson


